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OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 
www.cityofyankton.org VOL. 61  NUMBER 11 

Commission Information Memorandum  
The Yankton City Commission meeting on Monday, June 8, 2026 will begin at 6:00 pm.  
 
Non-Agenda Items of Interest 
 
1)  Finance Department Update 

The 2025 financial audit is ongoing.  Auditors from Williams & Company P.C. were in-house       
May 5-7 to begin the auditing process which involved reviewing paperwork and interviewing staff.  
As it is early in the auditing process, the timeline for the final draft is unknown at this time. 
 
The Finance Officer will be attending the annual SD Governmental Finance Officers’ School in 
Oacoma on June 10-12. 
 
The Finance Office has been working on processing restaurant licenses for the July 1, 2026 to       
June 30, 2027 period. 
 
The City of Yankton is having a surplus vehicle and equipment online auction on 
www.purplewave.com which concludes at 10:00 a.m. CST on June 23, 2026.  We are not charged any 
fees for this service.  To view a full list of items for sale, please visit Purple Wave | Tuesday June 23 
Government Auction.  

 
Several items included in the online auction are listed below: 
2022 Ford Explorer – VIN# 1FM5K8ABXNGB74280 
2021 Ford Explorer – VIN# 1FM5K8AB4MGC00354 
2006 International 74500 Haul Truck – VIN# 1HTWHAAT86J397402 
2026 Chevrolet 3500 Pickup Box 
4 Count – Bobcat Skid Steer 525s Foam Filled Tires 
6 Count – 2018 Michelin 12R22.5 Tires 
6 Count – 1973 Metal Frame Chairs 
Miscellaneous Fire Fighting Equipment 
Miscellaneous Office Supplies 

 
2)  Human Resources & Employee Engagement Department Update 

Applications are being accepted for the position of 911 Communication Dispatcher.  Interviews are 
ongoing and the position is open until filled.  
 
Reese Ruppart started full-time as a police officer on June 1.  Reese has a Bachelor of Science from 
the University of Wisconsin-Platteville.   Reese is a 1st Lieutenant in the Minnesota Army National 
Guard and most recently was employed as a Survey Technician II for Stonebrooke Engineering.    

http://www.cityofyankton.org/
https://www.purplewave.com/search/City%20of%20yankton
https://www.purplewave.com/search/City%20of%20yankton
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Certified Officer Tommy Brinkerhoff started with YPD on June 1.  Officer Brinkerhoff recently 
graduated from Southeast Technical College with an Associate’s Degree in Law Enforcement and 
successfully passed the SD law enforcement reciprocity exam.  Brinkerhoff is also our first officer to 
receive the Build Dakota Scholarship through Southeast Technical which requires him to serve the 
Yankton Police Department for three years following graduation.  
  
We are happy to announce the upcoming retirement of Julia Hussein.  Julia will be retiring as a 
Communications Supervisor on June 12 after nearly 30 years of working for the City of Yankton.   
We will celebrate Julia’s retirement with a gathering on Friday, June 12 from 3:00-5:00 PM at Fire 
Station #2. 
 
Michael Feilmeier will retire on June 12 after over 30 years of service as Transfer Station Truck 
Operator in our Public Works Department.  We wish nothing but the best for Mike in his retirement. 
Mike has opted not to have a retirement gathering.  
 

3)   Parks & Recreation Department Update 
An update on the various activities in the Parks & Recreation Department is included in this packet. 

 
4)   Community & Economic Development Department Update 

Recently Eric Ambroson, Community Development Manager, and Jacob Olson, Building and Code 
Inspector, attended the spring training event hosted by the South Dakota Association of Code 
Enforcement (SoDACE) in Pierre.  The presentation focused on the concept of “reasonableness” 
throughout the enforcement and abatement process, and stressed the importance of documentation at 
every step.  Opportunities and strategies for property redevelopment were discussed.  The training 
reinforced continuing our education-first approach to community contacts and the need to provide as 
much documentation as possible for each case.   
 
City of Yankton Monthly and Year-to-Date Building Report 
 

5)  Environmental Services Department Update 
The wastewater plant project continues to move forward.  The new inlet works and grit chamber were 
put into service last week.  Start up on several pieces of equipment have been a struggle.  Staff 
continues to work with John T. Jones and the manufacturers to get new equipment up and running.  
The project continues to move forward on schedule.   
 
The distribution and collection staff are busy exercising water valves and flushing sanitary sewer.   
Staff’s goal is to exercise valves and flush sewer lines once every three years.  Staff also has a list of 
areas with known sewer issues that are flushed and cleaned several times a year to prevent plugging.   
  
The water plant is getting quotes on repairs for two high service pumps in the water treatment plant.   
Plant staff has noticed an increase in vibration in the pumps.  The quotes include pulling and resetting 
the pumps.   
 

6)  Fire Department Update 
Over the past three years, the fire department has worked to align equipment purchases with 
contemporary fire service research and nationally recognized best practices.   
 
Because fireground operations occur under severe time pressure and high stress, the department has 
prioritized simple, reliable equipment configurations that reduce operational complexity and support 
consistent high-flow performance.  These updates allow firefighters to focus on critical tactical tasks 
while improving overall suppression effectiveness and firefighter safety. 

https://www.cityofyankton.org/departments-services/community-economic-development/building-services-permits/building-permit-reports
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As equipment reaches the end of its service life, future replacement cycles will occur over longer 
timeframes at a sustainable pace.  Continuing to modernize this equipment incrementally allows the 
department to maintain operational readiness while spreading costs over multiple budget cycles. 
 

7)  Information & Technology Services Department Update 
The controller for the heating and cooling systems at City Hall has been repaired and re-setup.  We 
will be examining options to create a more resilient system by adding an additional backup control 
unit soon. 
 
911 calls through the end of May are up 7.2%.  Roughly 84% of all 911 calls are cellular.   

  

 
 
8)  Police Department Update 

Officer Brett Craig completed the eight-month Yankton Leadership Alliance (YLA) Program through 
Yankton Thrive on May 27.  We are proud of his accomplishment and the knowledge he can bring to 
the team.  YLA is a cohort-based leadership initiative that connects established leaders with emerging 
voices.  Through structured sessions, coaching, and community engagement, participants build skills, 
share perspectives, and create a sustainable pipeline of leaders prepared for Yankton’s future. 
https://www.yanktonsd.com/leadership-yankton/  

 
Asst. Chief Rothenberger attended Hazmat training on May 27 at Fire Station #2.  Training like this 
helps keep our officers prepared for a wide range of emergency situations and strengthens 
collaboration with our public safety partners. 
 

https://www.yanktonsd.com/leadership-yankton/
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On May 29, Officer Jose Garcia was officially sworn in as an officer.  We are proud to have him 
joining our department and serving the Yankton community.  We look forward to the skills, 
professionalism, and commitment he will bring to the City.   
 
The National Click It or Ticket campaign concluded on May 31 after running from May 11-31. 
Throughout the campaign, YPD officers remained committed to enforcing seat belt laws and 
promoting traffic safety within our community.  Below are the results from within Yankton City 
limits.  The offenses listed are based on criteria established by the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA). 

 

 
 

YPD assisted with teaching at Safety City on June 2 at Fire Station #2.   
 

9)  Public Works Department Update 
Street Department crews are asphalt patching at various locations throughout the City.  Crews are also 
painting pavement markings in the streets and parking lots and mowing various right-of-way locations 
in the City. 

 
2026 Construction Projects 
 
Third Street from Mulberry Street to Picotte Street:  Masonry Components is mainline paving on 
3rd Street, which is the only concrete paving that remains to be completed.  The contractor will be 
backfilling and seeding behind the curb and along the sidewalk in the near future. 
 
Alley from 4th Street to 6th Street, between Maple Street and Green Street:  All of the driving 
surfaces have been installed for the alley, from 4th Street to 6th Street, between Green Street and Maple 
Street.  The contractor is now working on backfilling along the pavement edges. 
 
23rd Street Bridge Replacement:  Katzer Concrete has completed the mainline street paving.  
Fencing installation and landscaping and seeding will be done to complete the project. 
 
Staff have scheduled preconstruction meetings for the following projects: 

• 2nd & Capital Parking Lot Reconstruction 
• Cedar Street from 20th Street to 21st Street Reconstruction 
• 10th Street from Maple Street to Green Street Reconstruction 
 

There will be more information on the scheduling of these projects once the preconstruction meetings 
are held. 
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The Chan Gurney Municipal Airport – Douglas Avenue Utility Expansion bid opening was held    
May 28.  A recommendation of bid acceptance for the project is included on this agenda. 
 
The Active Transportation Project and the Downtown Alley Reconstruction plans are in review and 
the projects will be advertised for bids in the coming weeks. 
 
Chan Gurney Municipal Airport Weather Cameras:  The FAA weather cameras at Chan Gurney 
Municipal Airport are now up and running.  The cameras give horizon views in four different 
directions at the airport so pilots have real time weather conditions when planning their flights.  The 
link for the FAA site is:  https://weathercams.faa.gov/map/-169.15234,30.81543,-66.84766,68.93786 
 
City of Yankton July 4th Holiday Garbage and Recycling Collection Schedule:  In observation of 
the Independence Day holiday, the City of Yankton solid waste collection will be closed July 3.  City 
of Yankton garbage and recycling collection routes for that day are scheduled as follows:  Thursday, 
July 2 and Friday, July 3 routes will be collected on Thursday, July 2.  Residents are reminded to have 
their roll carts out by 7:00 AM on their scheduled collection day. 
 
The City of Yankton Transfer Station will be open with shortened hours on Friday, July 3 from 8:00 
AM to 12:45 PM. 
 
The City of Yankton Transfer Station will be closed on Saturday, July 4.  The Transfer Station will 
resume normal scheduled hours on Monday, July 6, 8:00 AM to 3:45 PM. 
 
The Solid Waste Collection staff wishes everyone a safe and enjoyable Independence Day.  For 
further information about solid waste collection, please call 605-668-5211. 

 
10)  Library Update 

Summer is off to a roaring start at the library.  We are all about dinosaurs as we “Unearth A Story”. 
Generous donors and our Friends of Yankton Community Library are allowing us to offer a family 
friendly performer on Monday evenings.  On Tuesday and Thursday mornings staff will be at the 
Huether Family Aquatics Center for Pool Storytime.  Tuesday through Thursday afternoons a variety 
of crafts and activities are available at the library for various age groups.  Adult offerings include 
opportunities to meet some characters from Yankton history during our annual Cemetery Walk, create 
a patriotic planter sponsored in part by the Master Gardeners, join in discussion at Books and Beers, 
and visit the Fish Hatchery on an Adult Field Trip.  Pool passes continue to be incredibly popular.   
 

11) Monthly reports 
The Salary and Yankton Police Department monthly reports are included for your review, as well as 
minutes from the Planning Commission. 

  
Have an enjoyable weekend and do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about these or 
other issues.  If you will not be able to attend the Commission meeting on Monday, please inform my 
office.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amy Leon 
City Manager 

https://weathercams.faa.gov/map/-169.15234,30.81543,-66.84766,68.93786

	OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER
	Commission Information Memorandum
	Non-Agenda Items of Interest
	Sincerely,
	Amy Leon
	City Manager


