The MISSION of the City of Yankton: Working together to
- | S provide exemplary experiences, services & spaces that create
N F \_/ r opportunities for everyone to learn, engage, and thrive.

MINUTES
YANKTON PARK ADVISORY BOARD
Monday, November 17, 2025, 5:30PM, in the Community Room
CMTEA Building, 1200 W. 215t Street

ROUTINE BUSINESS

Roll Call:

Present: Cody Kneifl, Sam Hummel, Bruce Barnes, Zach Hoover, Tom Bixler, and City
Commissioner Brian Hunhoff.

Absent: Jeannine Economy List.

Also present Director of Parks and Recreation Todd Larson, and Parks Office
Manager Chasity McHenry.

Public Appearances: None.

Minutes: September 15, 2025 minutes approved. Hoover motioned. Kneifl second.
Motion passed 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS

A. The Westside Park Pickleball court conversion: The contractor completed the pickleball
courts on Tuesday, September 23, and the project is now substantially complete. Connector
sidewalks were installed between the courts and the open-air shelter, as well as from the
shelter to the new walk-in gate on the south fence line. Drainage improvements were added
along the south side of the facility, with rock placed in areas designed for water collection and
flow.

The facility sidewalk leading to the SE walk-in gate meet ADA requirements and the courts
are ADA accessible.

If people want to reserve the courts for large-group play, they would contact the Parks
Department office and work with Chasity.

Additional future improvements include installation of a sidewalk from the pickleball courts to
the drinking fountain and to the west parking lot.

All paperwork has been finalized and submitted for the $34,000 LWCF grant reimbursement.

B. Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Grant: A formal presentation for the TAP Grant
will be made to the State Department of Transportation on Tuesday, November 18. The
request is for the replacement of the pedestrian bridge on the Auld-Brokaw Trail between
Douglas and Walnut Streets. The City of Yankton is proposing to replace the existing
structure with an 8-foot-wide trail sections will be constructed to connect the bridge to the
existing trail on both the east and west sides.

The total estimated project cost is $545,952.63.
The City’s share of the cost is 18.05%, totaling $98,544.45.
The TAP Grant request covers the remaining $447,408.18.
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M. NEW BUSINESS

A.

America’s 250" Celebration — Dakota Territorial Capitol Replica Refurbishment: The City of
Yankton has established a taskforce to plan events in recognition of “Yankton, SD Celebrates
America’s 250".” In addition to organizing community activities, the taskforce aims to raise
funds to refurbish the Dakota Territorial Capitol Replica Building located in Riverside Park.
The replica was designed and constructed by the Yankton Sertoma Club beginning in 1988
and completed in April 1989. On April 14, 1989, Governor George Mickelson designated
Yankton as “Capital for a Day” and formally dedicated the building.

The taskforce has set an ambitious fundraising goal of $100,000 to support the refurbishment
effort. Planned improvements include:
e New siding
New paint
New windows
New exterior doors
Chimney repairs
Repairs to restore the bell to working condition
New wood shakes

It was brought forward to speak with the High School Trades class instructor to see what
work they may be interested in when it comes to the refurbishing of the outside of the
building.

It was also brought forward that the taskforce should identify an inside space that could be
used as a back-up location for the 4™ of July concert in case of inclement weather.

Riverside Baseball Stadium Improvements: MMU has requested a meeting in the near future
to discuss concepts for constructing a clubhouse/locker room facility at Riverside Baseball
Stadium. The discussion will also include the potential installation of a video board at the
field.

Holiday Festival of Lights and Parade: The Holiday Festival of Lights and Parade will take
place on Thursday, December 4, 2025. Luke Youmans has been coordinating with downtown
businesses and local organizations to provide family-friendly activities from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30
p.m., leading up to the parade at 6:00 p.m.

The Christmas Tree lighting will occur at 7:00 p.m. at its new location east of the Dakota
Territorial Capitol Building in Riverside Park, followed by a fireworks display from the top level
of the Meridian Bridge.

Christmas lighting is being installed throughout Riverside Park, and the Yankton Morning
Optimists Club will host Santa’s Workshop at the Capitol Building on select weekends in
December.
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OTHER BUSINESS

A. General discussion items.
e Commission information Memorandums (CIMs) for previous months.
e Other completed work projects for the department are noted in the CIMs.
¢ Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 20, 2026.

ADJOURN

Hoover motioned, Barnes second. Motion carried 5-0.



