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OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 
www.cityofyankton.org VOL. 60  NUMBER 19 

Commission Information Memorandum  
The Yankton City Commission meeting on Tuesday, October 14, 2025 will begin at 6:00 pm.  
 
Non-Agenda Items of Interest 
1)   Finance Department Update 

The Finance Office has a new online community portal and will no longer be using Payment 
Service Network (PSN).  This means all PSN customers will need to register for an account 
at https://cityofyanktonsd.ourcommunityconnect.com/login in order to view e-bills or make 
online payments.  The information from your PSN account will NOT transfer to the new 
community portal.  If you were signed up for paperless billing through PSN or if you had 
automatic payments set up in PSN, you will need to opt into those settings again on your 
new community portal account.  Payment processing fees in the new community portal are: 
2.9% + $0.30 per debit/credit card transaction and $1.00 for checking/savings transaction, 
which is less than PSN fees of 3% + $0.50 per debit/credit card transaction and $1.10 for 
checking/savings transaction.  If you were already signed up with the City's free automatic 
bank draft payment option, your information was transferred to the new utility billing 
system.  No action is needed on your part, and your autopay will continue as normal free of 
charge.  However, you are encouraged to create a login in this new portal to sign up for 
paperless billing and to receive communications. 

 
Utility rates are changing next month.  The water consumption rate will increase $0.19 per 
thousand gallons (from $6.49 to $6.68).  The sewer surcharge will increase $6.31 per month 
(from $30.15 to $36.46), and the sewer consumption rate will increase $0.21 per thousand 
gallons (from $7.00 to $7.21).  The solid waste (garbage) \ recycling charge will increase 
$0.80 per month (from $26.78 to $27.58).  Notices of these rate changes will be included 
with customers’ utility bills and mailed out on November 17th.  Those who are signed up for 
e-bills through the community portal will see these notices as a communication online.  
Please visit the utility webpage for more information: 
(https://www.cityofyankton.org/departments-services/finance-office/utilities). 

 
The Finance Office has begun working with local businesses on their annual liquor and 
video licenses which renew on January 1, 2026. 
 
The City of Yankton surplus auction concludes at 10:00 a.m. CST on Tuesday, October 14. 
We are not charged any fees for this service.  Results of the sale will be shared in the 
coming weeks once all monies have been received and Purple Wave issues the settlement 
statement. 
 
 

http://www.cityofyankton.org/
https://cityofyanktonsd.ourcommunityconnect.com/login
https://www.cityofyankton.org/departments-services/finance-office/utilities
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2)   Human Resources & Employee Engagement Department Update 
The position of Water Plant Operator in our Environmental Services Department is open 
until filled.  Interviews are on-going. 
 
The position of Transfer Station Attendant is open until filled.   
 
The position of Finance Generalist closed on October 10.  Applications are being reviewed, 
and interviews will be scheduled in the coming weeks.   
 
Applications are being accepted for Police Officer.  This position is open until it is filled.  
 
Open Enrollment is underway for all City of Yankton Employees.  Open enrollment will end 
October 17 for the 2026 plan year.  We are utilizing the EASE online enrollment platform 
again this year and have staff available to assist anyone who needs assistance.  
 
October’s employee wellness challenge has begun.  The challenge for October is to exercise 
for at least 60 minutes per day for a minimum of 20 days of the month.  Employees are 
asked to submit their log at the end of the month to be entered into a drawing for a prize.   
 
Flu shots will be held on Thursday, October 16 and Wednesday, October 22.  Flu shots will 
be provided by Yankton Medical Clinic this year.  
 
The Employee Committee is hosting the 8th Annual Chili, Soup & Cinnamon Roll Cook-
Off on Wednesday, October 29th, at Fire Station #2 from 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM.  There is a 
free will donation encouraged, and all proceeds will go to United Way. 
 
The City of Yankton Annual Halloween Door Decorating Contest is happening for bragging 
rights among employees.  The contest will run for the month of October with judging being 
held on October 30.   
 

3)   Parks & Recreation Department Update 
An update on the various activities in the Parks & Recreation Department is included in this 
packet. 

 
4)   Community & Economic Development Department Update 

Staff will soon begin the annual process of measuring street and sidewalk tree branch 
clearance.  Over the next several weeks, as weather permits, residents may notice staff with 
measuring poles checking for a 12-foot clearance over streets and a 10-foot clearance over 
public sidewalks.  Properties noted in the initial survey will receive a follow-up letter 
describing the trimming requirements and how to dispose of the trimmings free of charge at 
the Transfer Station.  Residents recently received an insert in their September utility bill 
reminding them of the requirements.  In addition to the insert, staff will be utilizing local 
print and radio media along with City of Yankton social media to spread the word. 

 
5)  Information & Technology Services Department Update 

We continue to have issues with BluePeak services; the Summit Activities Center has been 
without internet, phone and CATV for a week.  IT has supplemented services with an IP 
phone and cellular internet connection.  Installation of MIDCO services should be within the 
next few weeks as they build out necessary network infrastructure to support the location.  
Fire Station #2 has been transitioned to MIDCO and we did have a few issues with the alarm 
system transitioning from analog copper phone lines to digital.  We are likely to continue to 
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have these issues regardless of provider as companies transition away from copper phone 
lines to digital. 
 
911 calls thru September are down roughly 4.5% year over year with September’s call 
numbers up over 2024. 

 

 
 
6)  Environmental Services Department Update 

Staff worked with the contractors on the wastewater improvement project to shut down 
power for five hours.  The shutdown was scheduled for Sunday morning, September 21 to 
take advantage of lower flows.  Staff came in at 4:30 AM to begin the shutdown process.  
Staff had emptied one of the primary clarifiers and the aeration wet well the day before.   
Northwestern power was onsite to disconnect all of the power to the wastewater plant.  City 
collection staff shut the slide gate ahead of the lift station behind Vishay.  Closing the gate 
backed sewer up into the large main located in that area.  The depth of that sewer line allows 
the line to be backed up without causing over flows or backups into any facilities.  Staff 
monitored the flows filling the primary clarifier and aeration wetwell.  Partial power was 
restored about 9:45 AM allowing staff at the plant to pump down the wetwell and begin 
normal primary and secondary treatment.  At 10:30 AM collection staff began to slowly 
open the gate at the lift station being careful not to hydraulically over load the plant.  Power 
testing was complete on the new switch gears by 11:00 AM.  Power was off until about  
1:20 PM for the inlet building and digestor building for additional electrical work.  South 
Dakota Department of Natural Resources was notified ahead of the shutdown.  No untreated 
sewer was discharged or any sanitary sewer over flows were reported.  Treatment plant 
maintained and met all required discharge requirements, and no permit violations were 
reported.  The coordinated effort included John T. Jones, Northwestern Energy, Siemens, 
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Interstate Electric, and City plant and collection staff.  The project is in the process of 
scheduling another partial power outage for mid-October.   

 
7)  Police Department Update 

Chief Foote attended the Special Legislative session in Pierre to discuss the prison bill on 
September 23.  Chief Foote spoke during the committee session asking legislators to 
approve the proposed bill. South Dakota lawmakers approved $650 million for the prison 
construction project in Sioux Falls. 
 
On September 23, Officers Frey and Reining attended Blue to Gold: Search and Seizure, 
Traffic Stops, Criminal Investigations training in Pierre.  This training discussed current 
trends, case law, and best practices.  Officers increased their knowledge base and were able 
to provide training and up-to-date information to their squad and the department.  
 
Chief Foote attended the South Dakota Municipal League Annual Conference in Pierre on 
October 1. The annual conference gathers municipal employees and elected officials from 
across the state to network, learn new tips and trends, share best practices, and discover new 
products from exhibitors. Chief also attended the South Dakota Police Chiefs Association 
Fall Conference held in conjunction with the SDML Conference. 
 
Detective Brooke Hansen attended Advanced Negotiations Training in Rapid City on 
October 1.  This training went over strategies from the basic course, covered incident 
debriefs and case studies, and provided more practice exercises and scenarios.  This will 
allow our department to be more successful when dealing with high-risk situations as well as 
mitigate liability with properly trained professionals. 
 
October 10-12 was National Faith & Blue Weekend, a nationwide initiative that creates 
safer, stronger, and more unified communities by connecting law enforcement with local 
faith organizations.  YPD teamed up with Mount Marty University to mark the occasion.  
YPD kicked off Faith & Blue one weekend earlier so they could support the Mount Marty 
football team at their home game.  On October 10, officers went to the Trailhead Learning 
Center and other Yankton School District elementary schools to read books to students. 

 
8)  Fire Department Update 

The Yankton Fire Department has responded to 243 total incidents as of October 3, 2025.  
This represents a 12.5% increase compared to the same time last year (216 incidents).  These 
totals include all department-wide calls and calls for service by on-call personnel within 
both the City and the Rural Fire Protection District, but do not include Lake Area Responder 
calls. 
 
We have noted an increase in public assist calls, particularly involving smoke detector 
installations and maintenance.  There has also been a rise in odor investigations and natural 
gas-related incidents. 
 
Recently, the volunteers held their annual “Old Timers Night,” an event that celebrates the 
service of retired department members.  Current volunteers and retirees enjoyed a meal 
provided by the Yankton Volunteer Firefighter’s Auxiliary, fostering camaraderie and 
honoring the department’s long-standing tradition of service. 
 
Fire Prevention Week was observed the week of October 5 with the national theme “Charge 
Into Fire Safety”.  The campaign emphasizes preventing fires caused by lithium-ion batteries 
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which are now common in nearly all consumer products. We are reminding the public to 
purchase only listed products, charge devices safely, and dispose of or recycle batteries 
properly. 
 
Throughout the week, department members conducted public education demonstrations at 
local elementary schools and hosted an open house at Fire Station 2 on the evening of 
October 8 to engage with the community. 
 
Additionally, 20 volunteers participated in regular training drill focusing on vertical 
ventilation—a challenging and vital firefighting tactic.  The training incorporated real smoke 
and a custom-built roof prop to simulate realistic fireground conditions.  The materials for 
the prop were generously donated by Mead Lumber, and the training provided valuable 
experience in executing this complex operation safely and effectively. 

 
9)  Public Works Department Update 

Street Department crews are nearing the end of the asphalt patching season and will soon be 
winterizing the City asphalt plant.  Crews will transition to fall street maintenance tasks such 
as joint crack filling, miscellaneous concrete replacement, and preparing for winter 
maintenance operations.  Crews have also been street sweeping as leaves have started to 
drop from the trees.  As the schools complete their artwork on the snowplows for the annual 
Paint the Plow Program, the plows will be returned to the Street Department location and 
prepped to be placed into service. 
 
2025 Construction Projects: 
 
Walnut Street from 8th Street to 15th Street 
Concrete installation from 8th Street to 11th Street is scheduled to begin the week of   
October 6th.  The contractor will be paving the full width of the street section.  Therefore, the 
mainline paving should go quickly.  The water and sewer installation on phase 2 is 
complete.  Hulstein expects to finish the storm sewer in this area by the 10th of October.  The 
most recent schedule that has been submitted has them starting the paving on phase 2 by 
October 20th. 
 
12th Street from Locust Street to Broadway Avenue & Locust Street from 12th Street to 
bridge at Marne Creek 
Masonry Components has completed all of the mainline paving.  There is some 
miscellaneous sidewalk and other flatwork that has yet to be completed.  Grading and 
seeding will be done to finish out the project.  Once complete, this project will be placed on 
a future agenda for Commission acceptance. 
 
Douglas Avenue from 19th Street to 21st Street 
The underground utility work is finished.  Masonry Components was able to get the         
19th Street intersection poured.  Once the new concrete gets strength, the intersection will be 
opened back up.  Curb and gutter installation started on October 7th.  Mainline paving will 
begin after all the curb and gutter is placed.  This project should be near completion in the 
next two weeks. 
 
5th Street and Cedar Street Parking Lot and Sidewalk 
The sidewalk on the south side of 5th Street is in place and pedestrians have already been 
utilizing the new sidewalk.  The grading for the parking lot has been done and base course 
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has been placed.  The contractor has started the curb and gutter installation.  Weather 
permitting there is a good chance that this project will be done in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Active Transportation Project – Sidewalk Installation on 19th Street and Burleigh 
Street 
Masonry Components is the concrete subcontractor for this project.  Masonry plans to start 
doing sections of this project beginning the week of October 13th, starting on the Burleigh 
end of the project and progressing west.    

 
10) Library Update 

The South Dakota Library Association joined with the North Dakota Library Association 
and the member states of the Mountain Plains Library Association to host a Tri-Conference 
in Grand Forks, North Dakota on October 1-3.  We appreciate the opportunity to have staff 
members Dana Schmidt and Linda Dobrovolny attend.  While on-line meetings and events 
are valuable, the group energy of 300 plus staff from libraries of all shapes and sizes is hard 
to match! We heard encouraging speakers on topics ranging from upcoming legislative 
issues to creative programming and are looking forward to putting ideas into action. 
 
We introduced a new service during September.  Kanopy is a streaming service which has 
been well received by our users.  There is a collection of over 30,000 videos, many with 
group viewing rights available for free with your library card.  The service began on 
September 10 and over 100 library card holders have already created accounts and enjoyed 
over 400 views.  The Kanopy app is another great way you can take your library on the road 
with you.  Let us know if you are interested in getting an account set up! 
 
We are looking forward to some spooky events this month along with a more fun than 
spooky Halloween party.  Paranormal Variant (a local ghost hunting group) will be at the 
library on Saturday, October 18 at 2 PM.  Rez Squatching Research, founded by brothers 
Barry and Derek Webster who are members of the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska, will join us on 
Friday, October 24 at 6 PM to tell us “The Truth About Bigfoot”.  We will wrap up the 
month with a visit to The Meridian District’s Harvest Halloween Event on Saturday, 
October 25, and an all-ages Halloween Party at the library on Thursday, October 30 from 5-
7 PM. 
 
As always, check our Facebook page and calendar for the latest info on more fun events, 
book recommendations, and all things library related! 
 

11) Monthly reports 
The Building, Salary and Yankton Police Department monthly reports are included for your 
review as well as minutes from the Planning Commission meeting. 

  
Have an enjoyable weekend and do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about 
these or other issues.  If you will not be able to attend the Commission meeting on Monday, 
please inform my office.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amy Leon, City Manager 

https://www.cityofyankton.org/departments-services/yankton-community-library/library-events-calendar
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