
The MISSION of the City of Yankton:  Working together to 

provide exemplary experiences, services & spaces that create 

opportunities for everyone to learn, engage, and thrive. 
 

 

 

MINUTES 
YANKTON PARK ADVISORY BOARD 

Monday, September 15, 2025, 5:30PM, in the Community Room 
CMTEA Building, 1200 W. 21st Street  

 
I. ROUTINE BUSINESS 

Roll Call: 
Present: Cody Kneifl, Sam Hummel, Jeannine Economy List, Bruce Barnes, Tom Bixler, 

and City Commissioner Brian Hunhoff. 
 
 Absent: Zach Hoover.  

 
Also present City Manager Amy Leon, Director of Parks and Recreation Todd 
Larson, Luke Youmans Recreation, Facility, and Events Superintendent and 
Parks Office Manager Chasity McHenry. 

 
Public Appearances: None. 

 
Minutes: July 21, 2025 minutes approved. List motioned. Kneifl second. Motion passed 

6-0. 

 
II. OLD BUSINESS 

 
A. The Westside Park Pickleball court conversion: The contractor has confirmed that court 

painting is scheduled to take place during the week of September 8.  
Installation of connector sidewalks to the open-air shelter and drinking fountain is planned for 
this fall. 
All project work must be completed by June 20, 2026, in accordance with the requirements of 
the LWCF grant.  

 
B. Tree Ordinance Update: The Parks Advisory Board, acting as the City’s Tree Board, 

reviewed the proposed update to the City of Yankton Tree Ordinance in preparation for the 
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) infestation.  
The Board also reviewed the EAB Mitigation Plan, which may be modified or updated by 
resolution of the Yankton Board of City Commissioners. The 2025 updates were included in 
the review.  

Motion by Sam Hummel to bring a recommendation of approval of both the updated 
tree ordinance and the updated EAB Mitigation Plan by the City Commission. 
Seconded by Tom Bixler. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 

III. NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) Grant Application – Auld-Brokaw Trail Pedestrian 
Bridge. The City of Yankton is preparing a TAP Grant application to replace the pedestrian 
bridge on the Auld-Brokaw Trail between Douglas and Walnut. The proposed project includes 
installation of an 8-foot-wide approach trail sections to connect seamlessly with the existing 
trail on both the east and west sides of the structure. This item will be presented to the City 
Commission for consideration of support at the September 22 meeting. 
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 Total Estimated Project Cost: $545,952.63 
 City’s Share (18.05%): $98,544.45 
 TAP Grant Share: $447,408.18 

 
B. Proposed 2026 Summit Activities Center Rate Adjustments. The Board reviewed 2018-2024 

Summit Activities Center (SAC) budget comparisons and rate comparisons with other South 
Dakota communities. Discussion focused on developing a recommendation for rate 
adjustments to present to the City Commission. It was noted that, with a recommendation in 
place, the item would be scheduled for consideration by the City Commission on Monday, 
September 22, 2025, or a later meeting if necessary.  
The board discussed being able to buy an annual membership in 2025 to lock in the 2025 
rate before they are adjusted on January 1, 2026.  The board also discussed the fact that 
wages and all expenses have gone up over the past two years.  The board discussed the 
idea of possibly having sponsorships in place for the facility in the future (if it is allowable with 
the School District’s Daktronics and other sponsorships contracts) and also to look into a 
corporate rate structure again to work with local businesses and their employees. 
Board Member Bixler encouraged the SAC to continue to look for organizations to partner 
with to utilize the facility and pay for that use.  He knows there are community members who 
don’t use the facility and do not want to pay taxes for what they do not use. 
Motion: Sam Hummel moved to send the proposal for rate adjustments to the City 
Commission with a recommendation to approve the proposal. Tom Bixler seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously, 6-0.  
 

C. Proposed 2026 Huether Family Aquatics Center Rate Adjustments. Aquatics Center rate 
comparisons were presented with other South Dakota communities, data comparisons from 
2021-2025, and Library and City Utility Customers passes data from 2023-2025. The Board 
discussed potential rate adjustments and the process of developing a recommendation for 
consideration by the City Commission. The item is anticipated to be scheduled for the 
September 22, 2025, City Commission meeting, or a later date if necessary.  
Motion: Cody Kneifl moved to send the proposed rate adjustments to the City Commission 
with a recommendation to approve the proposal. Bruce Barnes seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously, 6-0. 

 
 
IV. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

A. General discussion items. 

 Commission information Memorandums (CIMs) for previous months.   

 Other completed work projects for the department are noted in the CIMs. 

 Next Meeting: Monday, November 17, 2025.  
 
V. ADJOURN 

 
List motioned, Kneifl second.  Motion carried 6-0. 


