
 

 

CITY of YANKTON 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

for  

July 7, 2025 
  

Chairwoman Sime called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  

  

ROLL CALL:   

Present: Commissioners Kraft, Wenande, O’Neal, Mooney, Tellus, Oster, Chairwoman Sime and 

City Commission Liaison Benson. 

 

Unable to Attend: Commissioners Erickson, Peterson, ETJ Members Welch and Christensen.

  

 MINUTES – June 2, 2025 

  

25-14 MOTION - It was moved by Commissioner Oster and seconded by Commissioner Tellus to 

approve the minutes from June 2, 2025.  

VOTE - Voting “Aye” – all members present. Voting “Nay” – none.  

MOTION – PASSED  

 

Chairwoman Sime acknowledged public appearances. 

 

CONSENT ITEMS: 

None.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

None.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Action Item – - Review of the draft Five Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). City 

Manager Amy Leon. 

 

City Manager Amy Leon presented the Five Year Capital Improvement Plan for the City of 

Yankton.  City Manager Leon prefaced her review of the Plan by acknowledging that the City of 

Yankton lost a major employer who was also a major water/waste water utility customer in 2025, 

and due to a private business reporting error, sales tax revenue in the city decreased in April. 

These types of events prompt the City to be cautious in planning capital improvements and 

purchases.  She discussed various projects in Public Safety, Parks, Streets, Water & Wastewater, 

Solid Waste and the multi-year renovation project at the Wastewater Treatment Plant. City 

Manager Leon provided a brief update on requests for improvements to the library facility; 

financial uncertainty requires the City to “pump the brakes” on the planning process to review 

plans thoroughly and engage the public in the conversation. 



 

 

 

Commissioner Oster asked what the useful life of a ladder truck is.  Commissioner Kraft and City 

Manager Leon responded that equipment such as ladder trucks are generally placed on a twenty-

year cycle, but decisions are often equipment specific. 

 

Commissioner Oster also asked why there is a significant cost difference between the proposed 

23rd Street bridge and the proposed Cedar Street bridge when the two locations are similar in size.  

City Manager Leon responded that the structure at each location functions differently and use 

different designs, thus the range in cost. 

 

Commissioner Oster expressed approval of the trail along Marne Creek continuing to be mowed 

and supported future enhancements to trail amenities.  Referring to the Water Treatment Plant, he 

asked how long the membrane will last. Following up, he asked City Manager Leon what would 

happen if federal funding support for major utility projects ended.  City Manager Leon responded 

that the plant was designed to be flexible as treatment technology changes, she acknowledged it 

would be challenging, and user rates will likely increase to cover losses in federal funding. 

 

Commissioner Oster expressed concern that the cost of the proposed library would increase if it 

were constructed beyond the scope of the five-year plan.  Chairwoman Sime asked if the Webster 

School property was considered as a potential site for a new library.  City Manager Leon said that 

it was considered but factors including floodplain make it a challenging location to repurpose. 

 

Commissioner Wenande expressed appreciation for the consideration that is given to careful 

planning in the CIP especially as it relates to utility projects and utility customer rates and 

surcharges. 

 

There were no further questions or comments from the Planning Commission. There were no 

public comments. 

 

25-15 MOTION – It was moved by Commissioner Wenande and seconded by Commissioner Mooney 

to recommend City Commission approval of Five Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). 

 

ROLLCALL VOTE: Voting “Aye” – all members present. Voting “Nay” – none.  

MOTION – PASSED  

 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION BRIEFLY RECESSED THE MEETING DUE TO A 

TORNADO WARNING IN THE AREA. 

 

2. Action Item - Plat review of Lot 7 of Schulte’s Subdivision in the S 1/2 of the SE 1/4 of 

Section 35, T94N, R56W of the 5th P, M., Yankton County, South Dakota. Location, 3200 

Block of Denny Lane. Steve and Lori Drotzmann, owners. 

 



 

 

Mr. Bies presented the staff review of the Plat of Lot 7 of Schulte’s Subdivision.  He explained 

that there is no need for dedications or easements. The plat is not adjacent to the city’s corporate 

limits, so the full Subdivision Ordinance requirements do not apply. This plat is not eligible to be 

approved as an administrative plat because the area has not been previously planned or platted.  

Bies concluded with a staff recommendation of approval of the plat. 

 

25-16 MOTION – It was moved by Commissioner Oster and seconded by Commissioner Kraft to 

recommend approval of plat. 

 

ROLLCALL VOTE: Voting “Aye” – all members present. Voting “Nay” – none.  

MOTION – PASSED  

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  

May and June 2025 Building Report review. Mr. Bies noted that building permit valuations are on 

pace to be ahead of 2024.  Single family construction is slower which is consistent with national 

trends.  However, the City expects many multi-family units to come online this year. 

 

Chairwoman Sime initiated a brief discussion regarding the Planning Commission’s September 

meeting date, which conflicts with Labor Day.  Members of the Commission agreed to schedule 

the September meeting for Tuesday, September 2, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.   

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

25-17 MOTION – It was moved by Commissioner Oster and seconded by Commissioner Tellus to 

adjourn at 6:36 PM.  

VOTE - Voting “Aye” - all members present. Voting “Nay” – none.  

MOTION - PASSED   

  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Brad Bies, Secretary  


