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Commission Information Memorandum

The Yankton City Commission meeting on Monday, June 23, 2025 will begin at 6:00 pm.

Non-Agenda Items of Interest

1) Finance Department Update
The U.S. Postal Service increased postage rates effective July 13, 2025. Finance will see an increase
of $0.05 for each utility bill mailed to customers because of the new first-class mail rates.

Remote options to pay utility bills directly without using cash or check are as follows:
1. Direct ACH bank payment through the City of Yankton
o Customers do NOT get to choose the pay date.
= The pay date is always the day before the utility billing due date.

o It’s free of charge, all you’ll need to provide is a voided check.

o Customers can either stop by and sign the ACH Agreement in person or complete the form
online at https://www.cityofyankton.org/departments-services/finance-office/utility-
payment/direct-payments

2. The third-party processor, Payment Service Network (PSN)
o It allows for electronic bills on online payments such as:
= Electronic bank withdrawal for a fee of $1.10 per transaction
» Credit card payments for a 3% processing fee plus an additional $0.50 service fee
per transaction.

o Customers can set up autopay, and select a pay date of their choosing.

o To access or create an account on PSN, follow the link below
https://www.paymentservicenetwork.com/Login.aspx?acc=RT22465

As of June 2025, approximately 45% of our utility customers are utilizing our ACH direct automatic
payment method. There are approximately 2,587 registered customers with 171 new registrations
over the past year.

As of June 2025, approximately 22% of our utility customers are utilizing PSN, with an average of
865 transactions per month. There are approximately 1,289 registered customers with 257 new
registrations over the past year. Of the total registered customers, 483 have opted out of the paper
utility bill.

Please see the enclosed Finance Monthly Report for May 2025.

2) Parks & Recreation Department Update
An update on the various activities in the Parks & Recreation Department is included in this packet.


http://www.cityofyankton.org/
https://www.cityofyankton.org/departments-services/finance-office/utility-payment/direct-payments
https://www.cityofyankton.org/departments-services/finance-office/utility-payment/direct-payments
https://www.paymentservicenetwork.com/Login.aspx?acc=RT22465

3) Human Resources & Employee Engagement Department Update
The position of Building and Code Inspector in our Community Development Department closed.
Interviews have been held and a recommendation for hire will be forthcoming.

The position of Transfer Station Attendant in our Public Works Department closed on June 20.
Interviews are being scheduled and a recommendation for hire will be forthcoming.

June’s employee wellness challenge is wrapping up. The challenge for June was to spend time
outside. Employees were being asked to spend a minimum of 700 minutes outside during the month.
Employees were asked to submit their log at the end of the month to be entered into a drawing for a
prize.

AFSCME collective bargaining negotiations will continue June 25. This is a full contract negotiation.
The date for FOP full negotiations is pending.

We will celebrate Dave Mingo’s retirement with a gathering on Thursday, June 26 at Fire Station #2.
The gathering will be from 2:00 — 4:00 PM with a short program at 2:30 PM. We look forward to
celebrating Dave’s lasting impact on the City of Yankton and thank him for his 31+ years of service.

The Health Insurance Committee held the first meeting to begin discussions on health insurance for
the 2026 plan year. The meeting was on Monday, June 9. Renewal rates are being gathered, and the
committee will meet again once that information has been received.

The Annual Employee Picnic will be held July 9" from 11:30 AM — 1:30 PM at Riverside Park.

4) Community & Economic Development Department Update
Good growing conditions have promoted weed growth many places, and the downtown area City-
owned parking lots and frontages are no exception. Community Development staff helps with the
upkeep of the parking lots, and we strive to keep them clean and attractive all year, especially in the
summer when they see more use. Last year we added a large capacity sprayer that is pulled behind the
riding lawn mower which has greatly increased the efficiency of applying weed control measures.
Our building maintenance staff attends to the eight public parking lots near the following locations:
2nd and Douglas (three parking lots along 2nd Street), 4th and Cedar, 3rd and Broadway (west of the
Yankton County Office Building), behind City Hall, west of the former Post Office and at The Center.

5) Information & Technology Services Department Update
The Dispatch Center recently successfully completed the state’s onsite compliance review. Items
covered in the review include general operational standards, call taking standards, communication
systems review, technical and financial standards and financial review. A copy of the letter from the
state is attached. Onsite reviews are conducted once every three years.

6) Environmental Services Department Update
Kyle, Donnie, and Sage attended the American Water Works Association (AWWA) Annual
Conference and Exposition (ACE) in Denver. ACE is one of the largest water conferences in the
world. Water professionals attend ACE to discover the latest water information, learn skills and best
practices, share experiences and new solutions, and learn about the latest in new equipment. Ace is
attended by more than 50+ countries, 800+ utilities, nearly 500 exhibitors, 450 presenters, 12,000+
attendees, and includes six competitions. Twenty-eight AWWA members from South Dakota
attended this year. This year’s location in Denver allowed for a more affordable opportunity to attend
ACE.



The wastewater treatment plant project is moving forward. The project will be completing several
critical milestones within the project over the next several weeks. Staff is working on a short
presentation updating the status of the project for the Commission.

7) Police Department Update
YPD Administration hosted their annual Officer Appreciation Picnic on June 8 to recognize the
incredible dedication and service our officers provide every single day. Detective Brooke Hansen was
named The City of Yankton Officer of the Year for 2024, a well-deserved recognition!

Several YPD officers (Officers Urban, Johnson, Smith, Reining, Weber and Doyle) attended a 40-hour
Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) course June 9 — June 13. This training, hosted by the University of
South Dakota Police Department in Vermillion, was offered to law enforcement officers across the
region.

On June 16, YPD received and installed an evidence-drying cabinet for the Investigations division in
the Safety Center basement evidence storage. This cabinet can be used by other law enforcement
agencies as needed, based on certain criteria of the grant. The drying cabinet will be used to dry wet
clothing, biological samples, weapons, and other items collected from crime scenes to preserve their
integrity. It has an internal blower to speed up the drying process, and uses a carbon and HEPA
filtration system to prevent contamination during the drying process. The cabinet was purchased
through a grant awarded by the South Dakota Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant
Program.

YPD hosted a state shoot on June 19 at the sharpshooters range. Current and retired officers around
the state participated in order to qualify for their firearm certification. Ammunition was provided by
the state to certify current officers.

8) Fire Department Update
Last week, volunteer firefighters in the rural fire district responded to a structure fire. While the
incident is unfortunate for the occupant, we are glad to report they were uninjured. The volunteers
answered the call with professionalism, skill, and competence, reflecting the department’s strong
training and commitment to service beyond City limits.

Volunteer Assistant Chief Brian Frick represented the department at 4-H Safety Day, leading ladder
truck tours, presenting a fire safety talk, and assisting with Safety City activities that promote hands-
on learning for kids.

Chief Tim Linke provided a guided fire station tour for 45 children from the Boys and Girls Club,
helping promote awareness of fire safety and the role of local firefighters.

Deputy Chief Daniel Prendable continues to lead the department’s proactive smoke detector
distribution program, handing out 35 smoke detectors since the end of May. These detectors, supplied
at no cost by the South Dakota Department of Public Safety, are distributed during community events
and on-scene when properties are found without protection.

Deputy Chief Prendable also participated in safety demonstrations at Real Truck and remains active in
monitoring construction site safety at various locations throughout the City.



9) Public Works Department Update
Street Department crews are asphalt patching at various locations throughout the City. Crews are also
painting pavement markings in the streets and parking lots, and mowing various right-of-way
locations. Street Department staff and the Yankton School District have been working together to
make adjustments to their in-town school bus stop locations.

2025 Construction Projects:

Water Main Replacement - Karen Drive from Peninah Street to Valley Road/Bradley Street
from 19" Street to Karen Drive/Valley Road from Burleigh Street to 215 Street

Watermain installation on Valley Road is complete. Feimer Construction has moved to Karen Drive
and will continue with the underground utility installation. The concrete contractor, Masonry
Components, has mobilized to the project and has started the installation of curb and gutter,
sidewalks, and driveway approach pavement.

Walnut Street from 8" Street to 15" Street
Hulstein Excavating began work on June 18™ on the south end of the project and will proceed north,
completing the project in two phases.

12" Street from Locust Street to Broadway Avenue & Locust Street from 12t Street to bridge
at Marne Creek

Slowey Construction is completing the storm sewer on Locust Street, south of 15 Street. Once the
storm sewer is complete, they will coordinate removals of the remaining street pavement on

12 Street and Locust Street, and begin the grading operation.

Summit Street Water Main Replacement from 8 Street to 9" Street
Construction is complete and Summit Street is open to full traffic. Staff is compiling final quantities
to prepare final pay documents.

Douglas Avenue Water and Street Reconstruction, from 19" Street to 215 Street
City staff are reviewing material submittals for the project. The general contractor, Feimer
Construction, have indicated they will be waiting until after Riverboat Days to begin this project.

Alley from 4" Street to 6™ Street, between Maple Street and Green Street
Plan documents are finalized and in the final review process. Specifications are currently being
drafted.

Active Transportation - Sidewalk on 19'" Street, from Mulberry to Burleigh/ Burleigh Street
from 19 to 20th

Engineering design for this project is under review. Once the project design and specification
documents are finalized, advertisement for bids will begin.

City of Yankton July 4%, 2025 Holiday Garbage and Recycling Collection Schedule:

In observation of the Independence Day holiday, the City of Yankton Solid Waste Collection will be
closed July 4™, City of Yankton Garbage and Recycling collection routes for that day will be
scheduled as follows: Thursday, July 3™ and Friday, July 4™ routes will be collected on Thursday,
July 3", Residents are reminded to have their roll carts out by 7:00 AM on their scheduled collection
day.

The Yankton Transfer Station will be closed on Friday, July 4. The Transfer Station will resume
normal scheduled hours on Saturday, July 5, 8:00 AM to 11:45 AM.
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10)

The Solid Waste Collection staff wishes everyone a safe and enjoyable Independence Day. For
further information about solid waste collection, please call 605-668-5211.

Library Update
Although YCL’s calendar is bursting with fun youth activities, we want to remind folks that the

summer reading program is not just for kids! Libraries support lifelong learning as well as giving
opportunities to meet and engage with others in the community. We have some great adult events
planned this summer with a performance by Mirable on Wednesday, June 18, followed by root beer
floats. On June 19 the documentary Juneteenth: Faith & Freedom will be playing at noon.
Upcoming adult events to look forward to include an adult craft night where you can learn sketching
techniques on July 15 (registration required), and watch J. White do a live painting on July 19. Of
course, we have several other events on our calendars that are open to all ages like our Monday
evening performers: Zoo Man (June 23 & June 24); Jonathan May Magic Show (June 30); Starr Chief
Eagle Hoop Dance performance at Riverside Park (July 7); and, ventriloquist James Wedgewood
(July 21). Then we hope to see you at our finale pARTYy at Riverside Park on Monday, July 28.
Adults can also challenge themselves by logging their reading or completing a summer bucket list of
activities which also gives them an opportunity to be entered into a prize drawing. For a full calendar
of events or to learn how to register, check out our website at library.cityofyankton.org, contact us via
phone or email, or just stop in!

As of June 16, we have 991 individuals registered for the summer reading program and they have
already logged 947 books (teens and adults) and 84,035 minutes (youth) read! If you aren’t already
signed up, we encourage you to register today to follow along and join in the fun!

From Memorial Day to Labor Day, the library observes abbreviated business hours.
Monday-Tuesday: 9:00am-8:00pm

Wednesday-Thursday: 9:00am-6:00pm

Friday-Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm

Sunday: Closed

As always, check our Facebook page and event calendar for the latest info on more fun events, book
recommendations, and all things library related!

11) Monthly reports

The Joint Powers monthly report is included for your review as well as minutes from the Airport
Advisory Board and BID Board of Directors.

Have an enjoyable weekend and do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about these or
other issues. If you will not be able to attend the Commission meeting on Monday, please inform my
office.

Sincerely,

Amy Leon
City Manager


https://www.cityofyankton.org/departments-services/yankton-community-library/library-events-calendar
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