
The MISSION of the City of Yankton is to provide exemplary 

experiences, services & spaces that create opportunities for 

everyone to learn, engage, and thrive. 
 

 

 

 
MINUTES 

YANKTON PARK ADVISORY BOARD 
Monday, March 17, 2025, 5:30PM, in the Community Room 

CMTEA Building, 1200 W. 21st Street  
 

I. ROUTINE BUSINESS 
Roll Call: 
Present: Brian Bertsch, Jason Tellus, Cody Kneifl, Elizabeth Healy, Tom Bixler and City 

Commissioner Brian Hunhoff. 
 
 Absent: Jeannine List. 
 

Also present Director of Parks and Recreation Todd Larson, and Parks Office 
Manager Chasity McHenry. 

 
Public Appearances: Renee Stehlik. For a Girl Scout project, Stehlik placed suicide prevention boxes 

on three approaches of the Meridian Bridge. The boxes are stocked with 
brochures and pamphlets regarding mental health and suicide awareness. She 
is hoping to bring awareness of mental health to the public and to provide a 
resource for anyone who may stop at the Meridian Bridge with self-harm 
intentions. When the boxes run low on material, Lewis & Clark Behavior Health, 
in conjunction with the local girl scouts and the high school mental health 
group, will replenish it.    

 
Minutes: January 21, 2025 minutes approved. Bertsch motioned. Tellus second. Motion 

passed 5-0. 

 
II. OLD BUSINESS 

 
A. The Westside Park Pickleball court conversion: four courts still need to be painted. The wind 

screens will be put up in the spring after the courts are painted. LED lights were installed on 
the light poles at the facility. We will be utilizing the priority list of items discussed at the 
public meeting while we work with the remaining project funds to complete some of these 
other items. Connector sidewalks will be another item we look to install in the spring. We 
have until June 30, 2026, to have the work completed as a part of the LWCF grant. There are 
plans to have a sidewalk connector to the playground and drinking fountain.  
 

B. Wider steps have been placed down the two inner aisles at the amphitheater. Railings down 
the aisles are being laser measured and will be fabricated by Bow Creek Metal. Bow Creek is 
doing the laser measuring and fabrication of the railing. Should be completed by the summer 
kick-off event on Tuesday, May 27. 

 
C. Play structure installs at both Crockett and Morgen Parks are scheduled for April 22 and 23. 

Play Structures, the company from whom we purchased the equipment, will have an 
employee present to assist in the installation of playground. Installation has to take place 
after there have been a few nights above freezing for the ground to thaw.  
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D. Concession stand improvements at Sertoma Park. New plexi-glass serving windows are 
being installed in the Sertoma concession building. Air conditioning was installed last season 
in Riverside, now one is installed at Sertoma. Hopefully this will help with the overheating of 
equipment (and workers) that has occurred. 

 
E. The small open-air shelter on the north side of Sertoma Park was removed along with the 

concrete pad it sat on. A new concrete pad has been poured and the new shelter is under 
construction. Roof installation has started on the shelter and when completed will hold three 
picnic tables.  

 
F. Work around the Capitol Building this spring includes moving the flag pole to a different 

location, removing the concrete around the current flag pole patio, planting a spruce tree in 
the former patio area and then having some concrete trail placed around it and connecting to 
the parks trail system by passing by the Grant Marsh statue.  
 

G. The open-air shelter at Rotary Park has been tore down. A bench will be left on the concrete 
pad.  
 

III. NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. 2025 – 2028 Capital Improvement Plan was discussed. Remember, the only year that has 
actual monetary values that are secured are the year we are in, 2025. The out-years are just 
place holders for ideas and items that may need to be addressed.  All of the out-year 
numbers may be moved as the budget process is worked through for the 2026 budget year.  
The 2026 budget must be finalized by September. 

 
B. City government strategic planning will happen on April 29 and April 30. Department heads 

along with other City employees happen on the first day and then City Commissioners on the 
second day.  

 
 
IV. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

A. General discussion items. 

 Commission information Memorandums (CIMs) for previous months.   

 Other completed work projects for the department are noted in the CIMs. 

 Next Meeting: Monday, May 19, 2025.  
 
V. ADJOURN 

 
Kneifl motioned, Bixler second.  Motion carried 5-0. 


