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Commission Information Memorandum

The Yankton City Commission meeting on Monday, March 24, 2025 will begin at 6:00 pm.

Non-Agenda Items of Interest

1) Finance Department Update
March 24th is the deadline for voter registration in order to participate in this year’s combined
Municipal and School District Election held on Tuesday, April 8th, 2025.

Absentee voting will be available March 24th through April 7th, Monday — Friday, from 8:00 AM to
5:00 PM. The two absentee vote centers will be City Hall Gym (416 Walnut Street) and the Yankton
School District Administration Building (2410 West City Limits Road).

A mail-in absentee ballot may be requested by submitting a South Dakota Absentee Ballot
Application Form with a copy of an acceptable ID such as a driver’s license. Please download this
application at https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/assets/AbsenteeApplication 202012.PDF or come to
the City of Yankton Finance Office to pick up the application.

House Bill 1130 was recently passed in South Dakota Legislature. The Bill states, “9-13-1. In each
municipality an election of officers must be held each year on the first Tuesday after the first Monday
in June or the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, at a place in each ward of the
municipality designated by the governing body of the municipality. The governing body shall
establish the date of the annual election by January fourteenth of the election year. The polls at the
election must be kept open continuously from seven a.m. until seven p.m.” This process will begin
for us in 2026.

Annual residential sewer rate adjustments will be completed by Finance personnel in the coming
weeks. As a reminder, the residential rate is based on a customer’s average water consumption during
the months of December, January, and February (as billed in January, February, and March of each
year). This sets the customer’s maximum consumption rate for the next twelve months, starting with
the April utility billing.

Application letters will be mailed out for the renewal of malt beverage licenses. The license renewal
is for the July 1, 2025 — June 30, 2026 period. Applications are to be filed in the City Finance Office.

Please see the enclosed Monthly Finance Report for February 2025.

2) Parks & Recreation Department Update
An update on the various activities in the Parks & Recreation Department is included in this packet.
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3) Human Resources & Employee Engagement Department Update
Select summer seasonal positions remain open, and we are accepting applications for a variety of
positions. Preference will be given to applications received by April 1. Positions will be filled as
needed during the season from applications on file. Interested applicants can visit cityofyankton.org
to find a link to our employment application. If this option is not available to the applicant, they can
contact the HR office at 605-668-5222 and an application will be mailed out.

The position of Community Development Manager closed March 21. Applications are being
reviewed, and interviews will be scheduled for the near future.

The position of 911 Communication Dispatcher is closed. Applications have been reviewed, and
interviews are being scheduled. A recommendation for hire will be forthcoming.

The Police Intern position interviews are complete. Jose Garcia was selected to fill this position.

The position of Ground Maintenance Worker in our Parks and Recreation Department closed on
March 23. This position was open due to the resignation of Beau Lofink. Applications will be
reviewed and interviews scheduled for the near future.

March’s wellness challenge is finishing up. The challenge for March was to focus on what the
employee was grateful for each day for the entire month. Employees were asked to write down one
thing they were grateful for each day of the month. Employees were asked to submit their log at the
end of the month to be entered into a drawing for a prize.

The City of Yankton Health Fair has been scheduled for Wednesday, April 23 at City Hall.

4) Community & Economic Development Department Update
April is National Safe Digging Month. Warmer weather brings the start of yard and garden projects.
It’s a good time to remember that no matter how small the home digging project is, call 811 first. The
service is free and important to keeping everyone safe and utilities functioning. Staff works with
those planning a building project to be aware of the importance of calling 811 first, but even small
projects that don’t require a building permit must call for locates before digging. Keep yourself and
your community safe by contacting 811 to have the approximate location of buried utilities marked
with paint or flags before breaking ground.

5) Information & Technology Services Department Update
City staff will be meeting with the state 911 director to discuss the study conducted to evaluate and
compare dispatch center efficiencies statewide. This meeting will provide an opportunity to review
the methodology and the findings of the study and discuss future surveys and uses.

Thirty-six applications were received for the 911 Dispatcher opening and we will be reviewing the
applications and conducting interviews during the upcoming weeks.

6) Environmental Services Department Update
Water Department staff worked with Finance to send out public notices required by the latest updates
to the Lead and Copper Rule (LCR). The federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has
updated the LCR with various revisions since its inception in 1991. The current revision includes
requirements for water systems to create a service line material inventory updated annually. It also
requires water systems to notify any customer with a lead, galvanized, or unknown service line
materials. The inventory requires service line material to be verified at the structure and underground.
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If either of these locations cannot be verified, the line material is considered unknown. This is part of
a nation-wide initiative mandated by the EPA required by all water systems to comply.

John T. Jones continues to move forward with the CMAR project. The contractor is focusing on walls
of the new aerobic granular sludge tanks. The contractor is also scheduled to begin work on the new
grit removal tanks within the next two weeks. Staff has started to take the first of the three digestors
out of service. The contractor is hoping to mobilize the crane and begin working on the digestor lids
in late April. John T. Jones is starting to mobilize a larger crew onsite for the summer.

Staff is looking into impacts for the reduction in flow and loading from the American Foods
Processing facility. Staff is also looking at future revenue impacts for the water and wastewater
budgets, and will be putting together any necessary adjustments to the budget as more information is
collected.

7) Police Department Update
March is National Criminal Justice Awareness Month, dedicated to raising awareness about the causes
and consequences of crime as well as the strategies used to prevent and address it. The Yankton
Police Department is committed to keeping our community safe. Through swift response times,
active community engagement, partnerships with community and law enforcement agencies, ongoing
hands-on training, and the use of top-tier equipment and tools, the Yankton Police Department works
tirelessly to prevent and address crime in our area.

Chief Foote was a “rockstar” at the 11th Annual Rock-A-Thon on March 17th at The Center,
competing against 46 other community members, including Sheriff Crissey and Fire Chief Linke, to
help raise funds for the Meals on Wheels program. A total of $76,574.00 was raised by the Yankton
community for Meals on Wheels!

Assistant Chief Rothenberger and Officer Voigt attended the Lifesaver’s Conference in Long Beach,
CA from March 9-11. The 2025 Lifesavers Conference Program Committee is composed of roadway
professionals and subject matter experts from across the country dedicated to reducing motor vehicle
incidents. Lifesavers is recognized as the premiere conference to learn about the latest highway safety
research, best practices and cutting-edge initiatives, and to explore innovative technology and
strategies used to combat risky driving behaviors and save lives. The Lifesavers Conference is also
historically the world’s largest gathering of leaders and advocates in traffic safety. This program is
designed to engage federal, state and local government, law enforcement, public health, injury
prevention, advocacy, and non-profit organization professionals in an exchange of ideas, strategies,
and programs to reduce preventable injuries and deaths. https:/lifesaversconference.org/about/

8) Fire Department Update
Yankton Volunteers handled multiple incidents simultaneously on Thursday, March 13", with the
help of neighboring departments. At around 5:30 PM, the fire department was dispatched to a grass
fire that would ultimately consume approximately 150 acres several miles north of town on 439th
Avenue. A second and separate incident was dispatched due to a propane smell out by the Lake area
before our units even arrived on scene at the first call. Two units were diverted to handle that incident
along with Lesterville Fire. While operating at the grass fire, a third incident was dispatched ten miles
north of Yankton. That fire was handled by our partners with Irene Fire. Lesterville Fire, Irene Fire,
and resources from Emergency Management then assisted Yankton Fire with the large grass fire.
While multiple incidents at the same time are rare, they can be very taxing on our resources and our
partners outside of Yankton. Dispatch performed admirably on these calls and ensured that the
appropriate resources were sent where they were needed. Our partners from Lesterville and Irene
were helpful with responding to multiple incidents by employing an incident communications plan
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early on in the process. Emergency Management’s unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) provided
invaluable overhead views of our largest incident. We continue to see a great deal of collaboration
and cooperation with our partners.

9) Public Works Department Update
Street department staff continue to perform winter maintenance projects on equipment and the streets.
Crews are also addressing potholes that form due to the fluctuating temperatures. Both street
sweepers are running as the weather allows. The Transfer Station is gearing up to accept materials
from the Citywide Cleanup event.

2025 Construction Projects:

Water Main Replacement - Karen Drive from Peninah Street to Valley Road/Bradley Street
from 19" Street to Karen Drive/Valley Road from Burleigh Street to 21% Street

The notice of award has been issued to Feimer Construction. Staff is awaiting its return along with
the other contract documents. Once that information is received, staff will schedule a preconstruction
meeting to discuss the sequence of operation and the schedule for the project.

Walnut Street from 8 Street to 15" Street
Staff is finalizing the plans and specifications with a plan to advertise for bids on March 20",

12t Street from Locust Street to Broadway Avenue & Locust Street from 12" Street to bridge
at Marne Creek

Staff are very close to having the plans ready for review and are anticipating an April 28" or May 12
bid award.

Summit Street Water Main Replacement from 8" Street to 9t" Street
This project is currently being advertised for bids. Staff will have a recommendation for bid award at
the April 14" Commission meeting.

Douglas Avenue Water and Street Reconstruction from 19" Street to 21 Street
Staff has completed the survey required. Staff has the design work well underway and will be
working through that process for the next couple of weeks.

Citywide Cleanup

Yankton Citywide Cleanup is scheduled to begin curbside pickup on April 7. Placing items curbside
before March 29™ is not permitted. Items placed curbside before March 29" may be removed at the
property owner’s expense. Residents on City solid waste collection routes may participate, at no
additional cost, by placing items into sorted piles, by type, at their homes. Please have items placed
curbside by your regular collection day. Piles should be located directly in front of your property, not
in the street, alley, or neighboring property. The Transfer Station will be accepting no charge drop-off
from regular City of Yankton collection route customers March 22™ through April 19" during normal
operating hours, Monday-Friday 8:00 am — 3:45 pm and Saturday 8:00 am — 11:45 am. Items not
eligible for disposal include tires, grass clippings, leaves, recyclables, refrigerator, air conditioners,
dehumidifiers, paint, chemicals or household hazardous waste, oils, and batteries. Motor oil may be
taken to the transfer station and disposed of free of charge year around. Please place solid waste and
recycle roll carts for regular collection at your normal collection point and away from piles. For more
information on Citywide cleanup and Transfer Station hours, visit http://www.cityofyankton.org or
call (605) 668-5211.




10)

The Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event is scheduled for Saturday, May 3™, 2025. For
more information on this event, please visit http://www.cityofyankton.org or call (605) 668-5211.

Library Update

The Yankton Community Library is excited to celebrate National Library Week, April 6-12, a
weeklong celebration highlighting the valuable role libraries, librarians, and library workers play in
transforming lives and strengthening our communities. Millions of people across the country visit
their libraries every week. What’s the draw? Everything! Which is why this year’s theme is
“National Library Week 2025: Drawn to the Library!”

YCL will be celebrating National Library Week with several exciting activities: an interactive sticker
bulletin board, drawing activities in the youth area, library themed story times, and a special showing
of the PBS documentary about how public libraries have shaped our country, Free For All, on
Saturday, April 12 at 2pm with a short discussion to follow.

On Monday, March 24, library patrons of all ages can start picking up a take-and-paint bookend kit.
Participants can paint a bookend and return it by Saturday, April 5, for display during National
Library Week. After the celebration, these bookends will continue to be used throughout the library!

Additionally, on Friday, April 11, adults are invited to join an after-hours Pictionary competition at
6:00 PM.

Stop by the library during National Library Week or anytime and tell us why you are drawn to the
library!

Don’t forget to check out our website at library.cityofyankton.org and follow us on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/YanktonLibrary) for upcoming events.

11) Monthly reports

The minutes from the Airport Advisory Board and Parks Advisory Board meetings are included for
your review.



