
Environmental Protection 
Agency

Lead and Copper Rule

- Potential health risks 

- High risk of service line failures               



• Part of a EPA nationwide 

initiative. 

• Drinking water is free of lead 

when it leaves the water 

treatment plant; however, water 

can absorb lead if it stays in 

lead pipes for long periods of 

time on its way to your faucet. 

• Yankton water mains are free of 

lead, but lead service pipes still 

exist.  

Lead-Free SD



LEAD and COPPER RULE (LCR)

• Starting in 1986, lead service lines were banned.   

• LCR was established in 1991 and has undergone various revisions.

• The 1991 rule requires systems to monitor drinking water at customer 
taps. If lead concentrations exceed an action level of 15 parts per 
billion(ppb) in more than 10% of customer taps sampled, the system 
must undertake a number of additional actions to control corrosion.

• City of Yankton has residents collect “first draw” samples from 15 
known residents with lead service lines once every 3 years.

• Last year’s samples ranged from .1 to .57 ppb which is well below the 
EPA action level of 15 ppb.



Potential Health Risk and High Risk for Failure
• 2021 Revisions (Flint Michigan 2016)- A lead service line creates a 

potential  health hazard.  Action limit has not changed, still 15ppb.

• Requires Lead Service Line Inventory.   Updated yearly. 

• Requires Public Notice of lead, galvanized, or unknown service lines.  

• Future-all lead service lines replaced by Oct. 2034.  (Staff will be 
recommending changes to the City ordinance?)

• Lead service lines in Yankton are 50+ years old and failing due to age 
and material.

• Service line failures can cause flooding and structural damage to a 
home.

• If you have a lead or galvanized service line, there is a good chance 
the outside curb stop does not work.  The water cannot be shut off in 
a timely manner.



Service Line Material Inventory and Public Notice

• Lead

• Galvanized Requiring Replacement (GRR)-  Any galvanized line that has been 
upstream or downstream of a lead service line is treated like a lead service line. 

• Non Lead (post 1986 construction or verified non lead at both locations)

• Unknown (pre 1986 construction not verified lead or galvanized)

All Lead, GRR, and Unknown require Public Notification.

Approximately 91 lead service lines verified at this time.

Approximately 115 galvanized service lines verified at this time.

Approximately 3,000 unknown.

Service must be verified at the residence and underground. 
Any line not verified at both locations is considered unknown. 



Water Meter Change Out Project
• Project is still in process.  Over 4,000 meter have been changed out. 

• Any one receiving a lead or GRR Public Notice, the line has been verified in the 
house as part of the project.

• If staff has come to your home and changed out your meter in the last 2 years 
and you received an unknown letter, that means your service line in your home 
was non lead but is still unknown underground.

• If you have not had your meter changed out, it is unknown at both locations. 

• If you do not receive a letter, it has been verified non lead all the way to the 
street.

• Verification can be from the owner.  



Copper, Galvanized, and Lead



Notification that your water service line is made of lead.

City of Yankton Water Department has verified that your water service line is made of lead. People living in homes with a lead service line have an increased risk of exposure to lead from their 
drinking water. This letter serves to notify you of this risk and provides information to help you reduce your risk of lead exposure.

Health Effects of Lead

Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health effects in all age groups. Infants and children can have decreases in IQ and attention span. Lead exposure can lead to new learning 
and behavior problems or exacerbate existing learning and behavior problems. The children of women who are exposed to lead before or during pregnancy can have increased risk of these 
adverse health effects. Adults can have increased risks of heart disease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous system problems.

Steps You Can Take to Reduce Your Exposure to Lead in Your Water

1. Run your water to flush out lead. If the tap hasn't been used for several hours, run water for 15-30 seconds to flush lead from interior plumbing or until it becomes cold or reaches a steady 
temperature before using it for drinking or cooking.

2. Use cold water for cooking and preparing baby formula. Lead dissolves more easily into hot water. Do not use water from the hot water tap to cook, drink, or make baby formula.
3. Do not boil water to remove lead. Boiling water will not reduce lead.
4. Look for alternative water sources or treatment options. You may want to consider purchasing bottled water or a water treatment filter/device. Ensure any filter/device is NSF-approved to 

remove lead (labeled NSF/ANSI-53). Be sure to maintain or replace any filter/device in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions to protect water quality.
5. If you are concerned about exposure, contact your local health department or healthcare provider to find out how you can get your child tested for lead.

Opportunities to replace lead service lines.   If you are interested in replacing your lead service line, please contact a licensed contractor.  

For More Information

Call us at 605-668-5272.  For more information on reducing lead exposure around your home/building and the health effects of lead, visit EPA’s website at www.epa.gov/lead or contact your 
health care provider.

Date Distributed [Insert date]  City of Yankton Water Department EPA 0423

http://www.epa.gov/lead


Sec. 26-28. - Maintenance of pipes and fixtures.

The city shall not be responsible for pipes and fixtures. All premises owners must, at their own expense, keep their 

service pipe from the point of connection with the city mains to their premises and all other apparatus in good 

working order and properly protected from frost and other danger. In the event of improvements such as concrete or 
asphalt surfacing, it shall be the owner's responsibility to place the curb stop to the proper grade.

Any leaky service pipe leading to a water meter shall be properly repaired on notice given by the city, or water shall 
be shut off.

Sec. 26-30. - Expense of excavation and repair of curb stops, corporation cocks and service line.

It shall be the owner's responsibility to dig up and repair any corporation cock, curb stop or service line in the event 

they are damaged or deteriorated. If, in the opinion of the director of municipal utilities, the corporation cock, curb 

stop or service line cannot be properly repaired, it shall be replaced in accordance with the same requirements as a 
new service.

If it becomes necessary for the city to dig up or repair a corporation cock or to dig up a curb stop to shut off water, 

the cost of the labor and materials required may be added to the water bill for the premises and considered a part 
thereof.

(Ord. No. 427, 7-26-76)

City of Yankton Code of Ordinance







If the tap hasn't been used for several hours, run water for 15-
30 seconds to flush lead from interior plumbing or until it 
becomes cold or reaches a steady temperature before using it 
for drinking or cooking.

Use cold water for cooking and preparing baby formula. Lead 
dissolves more easily into hot water. Do not use water from 
the hot water tap to cook, drink, or make baby formula.

Do not boil water to remove lead. Boiling water will not reduce 
lead.

You may want to consider purchasing bottled water or a water 
treatment filter/device. Ensure any filter/device is NSF-
approved to remove lead (labeled NSF/ANSI-53). 

If you are concerned about exposure, contact your local health 
department or healthcare provider to find out how you can get 
your child tested for lead.

Steps You Can Take to Reduce Your 
Exposure to Lead in Your Water if You Are 
Concerned with the Potential Health Risk.



Letters are schedules to go out this  

week and next week.

If you receive a letter and have more 

information on your service line please 

contact us at 605-668-5272.

Example:  We  got a letter for a 

unknown service line and we replaced 

our service line in 2003 with copper. 

If you want to determine your service 

line material yourself, please visit 
https://www.sdwaterpipes.com/. 

Questions?

https://www.sdwaterpipes.com/
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