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MINUTES 

YANKTON PARK ADVISORY BOARD 
Tuesday, January 21, 2025, 5:30PM, in the Community Room 

CMTEA Building, 1200 W. 21st Street  
 

I. ROUTINE BUSINESS 
Roll Call: 
Present: Brian Bertsch, Jason Tellus, Cody Kneifl, and City Commissioner Brian 

Hunhoff. 
 
 Absent: Elizabeth Healy, Tom Bixler, and Jeannine List. 
 

Also present Director of Parks and Recreation Todd Larson, and Parks Office 
Manager Chasity McHenry. 

 
Public Appearances: None. 

 
Minutes: November 18, 2024 minutes approved. Kneifl motioned. Tellus second. Motion 

passed 3-0. 

 
II. OLD BUSINESS 

 
A. The Westside Park Pickleball court conversion: four courts still need to be painted. The wind 

screens will be put up in the spring. Parks staff built the open-air shelter. Waiting on a quote 
to install outlets in the open air shelter and a quote to upgrade the lights above the courts to 
LED. We will be utilizing the priority list of items discussed at the public meeting while we 
work with the remaining project funds to complete some of these other items. Connector 
sidewalks will be another item we look to install in the spring. We have until June 30, 2026, to 
have the work complete as a part of the LWCF grant. It was mentioned that a light could be 
added to the shelter for the evenings.  
 

B. Westside Park pond: A small pump was installed in the artesian well to help with flow 
throughout the dry months of the year when it historically stops flowing. The pump also 
helped to ensure there has been open water for the ducks and geese this winter. The pond is 
set to get fish in the spring of 2025 through the SD Game, Fish and Parks Department. Two 
lifesaving buoys have been installed at the pond. The parks staff will order “no swimming” 
and “stay off the ice” signs to put up and take down with each appropriate season. In the 
spring parks staff will install the fountain again on the north side of the pond.  The board 
mentioned having paddle boats available for use at Westside Park Pond in the future.  
 

III. NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. Adult Men’s Basketball League update. The Parks Advisory Board has agreed with the City’s 
decision to discontinue the adult basketball league due to safety concerns. Cody Kneifl, who 
played in the league until a few years ago, agreed with this decision, acknowledging that the 
situation could escalate into violence quickly, regardless of whether referees or police are 
present. 
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B. SAC preliminary yearly comparisons spreadsheet was reviewed.  Attendance/use was at an 

all-time high in 2024.  The ever present theme of trying to find ways to cut some expenses 
and add to the revenues was discussed.  A corporate membership structure is being created 
to propose to local businesses again.  This is one area the City thinks it can grow some 
revenues.  The Board asked if the City could place the SAC monthly fee on its utilities bill for 
payment?  

 
C. Parks Projects for 2025: 

 
o Replacing the composite wood slats on the backside of the shade structures in the 

Meridian Bridge Plaza. The first shade structure is complete and it has a stainless 
steel back in the design of a waterfall to match what is on the Meridian Bridge.  
 

o Railings down the middle aisle at the Riverside Park amphitheater. 
 

o Play structure installs at both Crockett and Morgen Parks in the spring. The next 
play structure to replace is at Fox Run Park.  

 
o Concession stand improvements at both Riverside Baseball and Sertoma Park. Air-

conditioning units have been installed in both facilities (Riverside already had one 
but it needed to be replaced). A new plexi-glass serving window is being installed in 
the Sertoma concession building to allow for the workers to be in the air-conditioned 
area and get some relief from the summer heat. Riverside Baseball had a plexi-
glass serving window put in a number of years ago.  

 
o The small open-air shelter on the north side of Sertoma Park was removed along 

with the concrete pad it sat on. A new concrete pad will be poured to accommodate 
a new open-air shelter that will be built.  

 
o Work around the Capitol Building will include moving the flag pole to a different 

location, removing the concrete around the current flag pole patio, planting a spruce 
tree in the former patio area and then having some concrete trail placed around it 
and connecting to the parks trail system by passing the Grant Marsh statue. The 
idea is to have the community Christmas tree in this location for the lighting of the 
tree following the parade of lights. It will tie in better with the City’s and Optimists 
clubs efforts to have the park decorated for the holidays, the Capitol Building 
decorated, and use of the building that night to have a warmer spot to have kids 
visit Santa.  

 
o Tearing down the open-air shelter at Rotary Park. The trusses and rafters are 

starting to rot. At this time, there is no plan to replace it since it is in a remote 
location with no parking and no easy access to it.  
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IV. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

A. General discussion items. 

 Commission information Memorandums (CIMs) for previous months.   

 Other completed work projects for the department are noted in the CIMs. 

 Next Meeting: Monday, March 17, 2025.  
 
V. ADJOURN 

 
Bertsch motioned, Tellus second.  Motion carried 3-0. 


