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MINUTES
YANKTON PARK ADVISORY BOARD
Monday, November 18, 2024, 5:30PM, in the Community Room
CMTEA Building, 1200 W. 21st Street 

ROUTINE BUSINESS
Roll Call:
Present:	Brian Bertsch, Jason Tellus, Cody Kneifl, Tom Bixler, Elizabeth Healy, and City Commissioner Brian Hunhoff.

	Absent: Jeannine Economy-List.

Also present City Manager Amy Leon, and Parks Office Manager Chasity McHenry.

Public Appearances:	None.

Minutes:	September 16, 2024 minutes approved. Bertsch motioned. Tellus second. Motion passed 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Huether Family Aquatic Center Season Overview. Had strong attendance numbers. There were more rainy days this year than last but that did not affect the overall outcome of attendance. There was more evening traffic than last year as more evening water walking was added along with adding more evening events. There was a plan to re-caulk the pool in 2026 but the pool technician said there is some re-caulking that needs to be done before the pool can reopen in 2025. The priority caulking that needs has to be done would cost about $21,000. To redo the whole pool would be $50,000. This will be brought to commission November 25th. 

B. Meridian Bridge Centennial Celebration update. October 12th celebration was a success. The showing of the documentary at the Dakota Theater went really well. Heard nothing but positive comments. There is still a couple of events to take place. The Meridian Bridge Centennial is co-sponsoring this year’s Turkey Trot on November 28th. Those that registered before November 18th will receive a limited-edition Meridian Bridge Centennial turkey Trot Stocking Hat. Following the Turkey Trot on December 5th is the Holiday Festival of Lights. 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Cemetery Rates/Fees. Rates haven’t been increased in a few years. Attachment shows increase recommendation. There is a recommendation from the Parks Advisory Board for City Commission to approve the rate increase recommendation as long as the price of a grave space for an infant is researched. 

B. SAC/HFAC Rates/Fees. The Park Advisory Board is in agreement in not raising the rates this year at the Summit Activities Center. The recommendation is to look at raising the rates sometime next year. There is also no recommendation to raise the season pass fees or the daily rates at The Huether Family Aquatic Center. There was a new software that was implemented last year that allowed the HFAC to dispense with the computer processing fee that was in previous years’ prices. Which allowed there to be more revenue. The Park Advisory Board recommends the raising of the rates for birthday party packages and for concessions as long as the City is not losing any revenue with the birthday party packages. 
 
C. Parks Rental Fees. The only new rate added to the park rental fees is the pickleball courts and shelter at Westside Park. There was a suggestion made that if a group were to rent all six pickleball courts, the shelter would also be included in the price. Recommendation from the Parks Advisory Board is to move forward with the rate increases. 

D. Holiday Festival of Lights. There will be activities hosted by the Parks department and Library at The Brewery downtown from 4:00pm to 5:30pm. At 6:00pm the City of Yankton holiday Festival of Lights Parade will begin. At 7:00pm is the Mayoral Holiday Proclamation and Christmas tree lighting with fireworks following. There will be free hot chocolate and warm cider sponsored by First Dakota National Bank along with free Runza Snacks, and there will also be free pictures with Santa. The Park Advisory Board was asked to spread the news about Holiday Festival of Lights. 

OTHER BUSINESS

General discussion items.
· There was vandalism in Westside Park. The wings on the ladybug were cut-off. This was an item that was sent to the City by mistake but were allowed to keep and has become a fan favorite. It was recommended by Leslie Kirchner from the Parks department to have the ladybug be replaced. 
· The Summit Activities Center hosted the Yankton Swim Team Meet November 16 & 17. There were no complaints. The Meet went really well. There was an additional 100 people than what was originally planned. 
· Commission information Memorandums (CIMs) for previous months.  
· Other completed work projects for the department are noted in the CIMs.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 21, 2025. Hopefully Todd will be back for this meeting. Elizabeth Healy will be gone and Tom Bixler volunteers to be chairperson for the day. 

ADJOURN

Healy motioned, Tellus second.  Motion carried 5-0.
image1.png
Y City of ] |snuw oaroTA
i Qf 3




