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Proclamation
WHEREAS, mentoring programs help children achieve academic success, and help them to improve their relationships with peers, teachers and family; and
WHEREAS, children in mentoring programs experience greater self-confidence, self-esteem and the motivation to succeed; and
WHEREAS, the demand for mentors exceeds the number of adults who volunteer to become mentors, Big Friend Little Friend has 32 children currently waiting for a match; and,   

WHEREAS, the effects of the mentoring gap is felt both nationally and in the City of Yankton where so many young people want and need the support of an effective mentor; and
WHEREAS, the designation of January as Yankton’s Mentoring Month will bring local attention to the role mentoring plays in the lives of the children of Yankton; and
WHEREAS, The Big Friend Little Friend Mentoring program builds strong relationships between caring adults and young people who need positive role models; and 
WHEREAS, January is designated as Yankton’s Mentoring Month so that we can recognize and bring awareness to the positive impact mentors and the Big Friend Little Friend program has on Yankton’s children.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dan Specht, Mayor of Yankton, along with the Yankton City Commission, declare January, 2010 as Yankton’s Mentoring Month in Yankton, South Dakota.  In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of Yankton to be affixed this January in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand and Ten:
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