PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, Yankton’s citizens are heading for Lewis and Clark Lake and the Missouri River in increasing numbers as the opportunities for fun on the water grow every year.  Recent-year figures indicated approximately 90 percent who drown in boat accidents were not wearing life jackets; and  

WHEREAS, the vast majority of these boating accidents are caused by human error or judgment and not by the boat, equipment or environmental factors; and 
WHEREAS, today’s new life jackets are comfortable, and leave no reason for not being worn by Yankton area boaters; and 

WHEREAS, South Dakota boating laws require that wearable life jackets be carried on board the boat for each person. Personal watercraft riders and children under the age of 7 must be WEARING a life jacket when on board any boat; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DAN SPECHT, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF YANKTON, SOUTH DAKOTA, do hereby support the goals of the North American Safe Boating Campaign, the Yankton Coast Guard Auxiliary, South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and hereby proclaim May 16 – 22, 2009, as:

NATIONAL SAFE BOATING WEEK IN YANKTON

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I urge all boaters to wear a life jacket and heed the moto of the 2009 North American Safe Boating Week Campaign, “Life Jackets – Save Lifes.”  

Seal:







___________________________







Dan Specht






Mayor

ATTEST:

________________

Al Viereck
Finance Officer 

